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CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 6735 

DEPT PASS CAIRO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFORTS 

SUBJECT: MASMOUDI TRAVELS TO TRIPOLI AND ROME 
REF: ROME 13396, CAIRO 3769 

1. LOCAL PRESS OF DEC 4 REPORTS THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
MASMOUDI DEPARTED TUNIS FOR TRIPOLI ON DEC 3 CARRYING A 
"PERSONAL MESSAGE" TO PRESIDENT QADHAFI FROM PRESIDENT 
BOURGUIBA. THE PRESS ALSO REPORTS THAT PRES BOURGUIBA 
SPOKE BY TELEPHONE ON DEC 2 WITH PRES QADHAFI TO INFORM 
HIM OF MASMOUDI'S ARRIVAL. FINALLY, PAPERS NOTE THAT 
MASMOUDI WILL BE TRAVELING TO ROME FOLLOWING HIS "BRIEF 
VISIT" TO TRIPOLI. 

2. IN A DEPARTURE STATEMENT MASMOUDI INDICATED THAT 
IN ADDITION TO CONSULTATIONS WITH PRES QADHAFI CON- 
CERNING "THE PRESENT DELICATE STAGE" HE WOULD ALSO 
CONVEY "OUR IMPRESSIONS OF THE CONTACTS WE HAD DURING 
THE ALGIERS CONFERENCE." IN THIS REGAD MASMOUDI NOTED 
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"HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH HIM IN ORDER TO KNOW THE 
POSITION OF LIBYA." 

3. COMMENT:OVER THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS BOURGUIBA 
AND MASMOUDI HAVE APPARENTLY CONVICED THEMSELVES THAT 
THEY ARE IN A POSTION TO INFLUENCE QUADHAFI. IN VIEW OF 
THIS "SPECIAL POSITION," IT MAY WELL BE THAT THE ALGIERS 
CONFERENCE AGREED TO A TUNISIAN INITIATIVE WITH QADHAFI 
AT A TIME WHAN THE LATTER HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY 
ISOLATED IN THE ARAB WORLD AND PARTICULARLY FROM 
EGYPT. MASMOUDI'S TRIP TO ROME IS ALSO SEEN HERE AS 
FOLOWING FROM THE DECISION OF THE CONFERENCE TO DESPATCH 
ARAB LEADERS TO EUROPE IN ORDER TO EXPLAIN THEIR NEWLY 
PROMULAGATED POSITIONS. AT THE SAME TIME IT IS PERHAPS 
WORTH REMEMBERING THE ITALIAN "MAILMAN"ROLE IN THE 
ABORTIVE BOURGUIBA INITIATIVE OF LAST SUMMER (ROME 
6014). IN ANY EVENT BILATERAL EVENTS WILL CERTAINLY BE DIS- 
CUSSED INCLUDING TUNISIAN HOPES FOR ITALIAN SUPPORT 
IN THE CURRENT EEC NEGOTIATIONS. 

SEEL YE 
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